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rise to appalling persecutions and massacres. A cruel
guerilla war, more sanguinary even than the civil war,
accounted for nearly a million victims among the
peasants alone.
Furthermore, the struggle involved the militarization
of the Bolshevik party. Capital punishment was, we
need not add, also reinstated in the army as well as
among the civil population, so were decorations, which
had likewise been abolished. The extraordinary com-
mission or Cheka, which saw to the carrying out of
martial law, was a hundred times more rigorous and
bloodthirsty than the corresponding Tzarist organiza-
tions,
As for the principle of nationality, that was con-
spicuously flouted in Georgia, where an experiment in
running an independent and federal republic was at-
tempted. It was broken up by the Reds. Trotsky
brushed aside the famous principle by the simple ques-
tion he put to the Georgian mensheviks. 'Does the right
of self-determination among nations mean that they have
the right to injure their neighbours with impunity?5
By means of this remorseless tyranny, the most
murderous that any nation has ever undergone, Lenin
made sure of his position as dictator. The Soviets now
counted for no more than trained flunkeys, voting, as
they were told to vote, for any measure that was con-
sidered necessary* The Cheka continued to function
and spread its network over the whole country. The
trade unions were kept well in hand, like the Soviets.
The various departments of State had been monopolized
by the Bolsheviks and were but obsequious tributaries
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